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OF  ASHTABULA  COUNTY, 


'^^ig^l^'l 


In  the  Senate,  January  18th,  1851,  upon  Resolutions  mtroduced  by  him 

on  the  subject  of  Slavery. 


Mr.  tUndal]  said:  he  desired  not  to  speak  on  the 
present  occasion,  owing  to  a  severe  cold  which  affected 
his  voice.  But  as  he  had  intrpduced  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions, and  no  Senator  felt  disposed,  at  present,  to  ocupy 
the  floor,  in  the  discussion  of  them,  lie  would  proceed 
to  address  the  Senate. 

He  said  :  After  listening  to  the  able,  interesting  and 
eloquent  arguments  of  the  Senator  from  Trumbull  and 
Medina,  it  seemed  to  him  thai  the  whole  subject  had 
been  thoroughly  discussed,  and  that  but  little  was  left 
lor  him  to  say. 

I,  (said  Nir.  R.,)  have  been  highly  pleased  and  some- 
what amused,  with  the  speeches  of  Seuatdrs  who  view 
the  fugitive  slave  law  differently  from  what  I  do.  The 
Senator  from  Belmont,  [Mr.  Simpson,]  the  Senator 
from  Pickaway,  [Mr.  Geiger,]  and  the  Senator  from 
•  Richland,  [Mr.  Burns,]  have  boldly  taken  ground 
Bgaiust  the  repeal  of  this  law — and  have  attempted  to 
»how  that  there  was  a  necessity  for  its  passage — and 
fhat  it  has  accomplished  and  will  Bccomplish  great 
good. 

However  much  I  may  differ  from  those  gentlemen  in 
their  views,  I  will  award  to  them  honesty  of  purpose, 
and  purity  of  motives,  and  will  ex|>ett  the  same  treat- 
ment from  them  and  those  who  sympathise  with  them, 
if  my  views  do  not  coincide  with  theirs. 

These  are  the  only  resolutions, involving  the  subject 
of  slavery  ever  introduced  by  me  in  either  branch  of 
the  Legislature,  and  1  will  now  proceed,  briefly  lo  give 
HlBasoiis  why  I  think  they  are  entitled  to  the  senous 
conskleratioii  of  Senators,  and  ought  to  pass. 

Belbce  entering  fully  upon  the  discussion  of  the 
que.^tion before  the  Senate,  I  will  say  that  for  years 
there  has  been  no  question  pending  before  the  Ameri- 
can people  which  has  been  so  much  mysti6ed  by  de- 
signing men,  and  so  misunderstood  generally,  as  the 
one  under  consideration.  It  is  whether  the  general 
government  is  bound  to  sanction  slavery.  This  is  a 
question  that  must  be  settled — if  not  peaceably — in 
revolution  and  blood.  It  will  not  down  at  the  bidding 
of  any  hunker  or  union  of  hunkers. 

^  will  now  take  up  the  resolutions  in  their  order,  and 
^ve  mj"  views,  briefly,  on  each. 

^'  The  first  regolation  reads  as  follows:  "that  prior  to 
the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution,  each  of  the 
several  States  comprising  this  Union,  exercised  full  and 
exclusive  jurisdiction  on  the  institution  of  domestic 
tlavery,  within  its  territory,  and  po88esBe4K4Bji  power 
to  continue  or  abolish  it  at  pleasure."         S«^ 

This  resolution  declares  that  prior  to  the  adoption  of 
the  federal  const  ttition,  each  State  posse^ned  lull  and 
unlimited  power  over  the  institution  of  »l<St''  M^This, 
I  believe,  is  not  denied  by  but  few,  it  a^^ 
Speaker,  it  may  be  well  to  state  for  the  flSfov 
all,  that  after  the  Declation  of  Independence, 
each  State  was  a  sovereign,  independent  b 
was  especially  so  prior  to  the  confederatio 
State  had  the  right  to  enact  Jaws  which  no  c^er  pow 
er  could  repeal.  Each  could  raise  armies  aiB'iflain 
tain  navies  without  consulting  the  other.  In  4ne;each 
Slate  possessed  all  the  powers  of  a  sovereignitytas  effec- 
tnally  and  a>  entire  aa  France,  Spain  or  England. 


/; 


This  being  the  case,  the  Union  ras  ibrmed  by  talcing 
away  from  the  individual  States,  }ortions  of  power  and 
vesting  them  in  one  central  bodj,  called  the  Union,  in 
the  formation  of  which,  were  adiiitted  maxims. 

Ist — That  the  Union  possess:  d  nothing  by  impli- 
cation except  what  was  absolute  ly  necessary  to  it«  ex- 
istence. 

2nd — That  powers  not  delegaUd  to  the  Union,  nor 
prohibited  to  the  States  in  expres.  terms,  were  reserved 
to  the  people. 

As  early  as  1G95  South  Caroliri  legislated  upon  the 
subject  of  slaves  and  slavery,  an  1  has  continued  so  to 
legislate  down  to  the  present  tine*.  So  also  Connecti- 
cut in  1711,  and  Marjiand  in  171  >. 

These  are  sufficient  instances  if  the  exercise  of  this 
power  by  the  States,  prior  to  th  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution, and  conclusive  to  pro  e  the  first  proposition, 
viz  :  that  the  Union  pouessed  nol^  ing  by  implication,  ex 
cept  tchal  teas  abtolute/y  necessary  o  Us  existence,  and  it 
will  not  be  controverted  that  thie  power  is  not  expressly 
granted  to  the  Union,  nor  prohtbi  d  to  the  States. 

The  second  resolution  says:  '  hat  by  adopting  the 
constitution,  no  part  of  the  afore  lid  powers  were  del- 
egated to  the  federal  govemmei  .,  bat  were  reserved 
by  and  still  pertain  to  the  eeve  il  States  in  which  it 
exists." 

This  resolution  declares  that  n  part  of  the  aforesaid 
powers  were  delegated  to  the  federal  government. 
This,  but  few  deny.  It  is  well  nown,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  when  the  Convention  met  tt  form  the  constitution, 
the  delegates  carried  with  them  the  same  diversity  of 
opinion  that  exists  at  the  present  time  in  the  north  and 
south.  One  portion  was  hostili  to  slavery — another 
portion  favorable  to  its  contimance.  T^ere  was, 
therefore,  but  one  mode  of  disji  sing  of  the  question  : 
that  was  to  leave  it  where  it  tht  a  was,  vnlh  each  of  the 
Slates.  I 

Massachusetts  had  abolished  slavery,  Connecticut  bad 
commenced  a  system  of  gradual  emancipation,  and  all 
of  the  northern  States  were  determined  to  rid  them- 
selves of  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

This,  then,  being  their  condition,  each  State  retained 
its  whole  power  over  slavery,  except  the  right  confer- 
red upon  Congress  to  prohibit  the  slave  trade  after  the 
year  1808,  which  may  be  found  in  Art.  1,  section  9,  of 
the  constitution. 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  debates  of  the 
framers  of  thee  onstitution,  thaUhje  question  of  slavery 
did  not  occupy  much  of  their  tilne.  One  portion  was 
for  giving  Congress  the  immediate  power  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  slaves.  This  was  objecteKl  to  by 
the  delegates  from  South  Carolfaa,  Georgia,  and  per 


haps  North  Carolina.     The  oihei 

tion,  had  already  prohibited  th^ 

Carolina  had  done  that  which 

hibiting  it.     That  State  bad  pi 

tax   or  duty    of  $500  upon  an 

Africa,  and  $10  on  every  slave    .  , 

except  from  a  State  granting  n  anumiBsion ;  these  are 

charged  $50. 

The  North  insisted  upon  th 
slave  trade,  and  South  Carolini 


States,  without  excep- 
alave  trade,  and  North 
as  tantamount  to  pro- 
ssed  a  law  imposing  a 
slave  imported  Irom 
from  any  other  State, 


right  to  prohibit  the 
«aa  Geor^  objected. 


^  and  declared  that  if 
^oiild  not  come  iutu 

Wliilgt  ilif<  [iri  (iii!»i 
give  Cougrfss  [p.iAi 
ainvt-s,  a  iiii>ii>>ii  w  . 
carried.  Sul)8ei|iieiit 
iho  sum*?.  fixiii;i  ilie 
leaving  G<  i)i"gia  aiiJ 
L'lii'in  or  uut,  just  a*  i 

The  «ouilit-rii  St<it» 
emancijiaui'ii  l,iw*  ihi 
ill  some  lit  the  uorih' 


ho  slave  trade  was  cat  off  Ihey 
he  L'liion. 

•Ml  WHS  Ixfure  the  Cnnvenrion  tu 
ti'»  pnUibit  the  iiiijmh  t^ti  .n  <•! 
nijilo  til  rei  iiiiiiinr.  which  wiis 
y  the  cmnniit'ee  rr jx.rieil  h^ck 
jirihibili.  M  iilier  tlit-  year  1808, 
Soiiili  Cmoliiia  to  come  into  liie 
tu*y  I'leuaed 

s  fiinlivjr  ci)nien<l<d,  ihnt  liy  the 
II  jfi'iiii  oil  and  actually  eiiri)rce<l 
rii  Slates,  that  il  a  clrtve  rfc  .ped 
from  a  elme  Stale  iiitfJ  a  Iree  Slate,.  Ike  slave  tcould  be- 
come free  4y  their  laiet 

Ml.  MuJisoii.  Ml  thrf  Virginia  C'-nveiiiiiin,  2  Elliott's 
Debutes,  page  333,  sdid,  •  at  present  if  any  -.lave  es- 
capes to  any  ol'  ihosrf  S'ates  »  h' re  slaverv  dues  imt 
exist,  ihe  slave  becmiies  emancipatctl  by  their  laws." 
Mr.  Iredell,  in  Con\eiiti-'ii  from  N-irth  C'lruliiia,  nb. 
served,  llnit  •'  in  some  of  the  iiortliern  Stales  ihey  have 
emancipated  their  slovis,  and  if  any  of  our  slaves  gu 
they  Would  become  IV>  e  by  ihcir  present  livvs." 

Hence  a  move  wain    made,   in   tlio    Cmivetition  that 

framed  the  cousritulic".  'o  prevent  .^ui  h  a  conliiigency. 

.Mr.   Butler  and   Mr-   Pinckney    asked    that   fuj^ilive 

slaves  and  servants  be  giveo  up  by  the  free  States  like 

criminals  , 

.Mr.  Willson  said,  ids  will  oblige  the  executive  to 
give  ihem  up.  ^ 

.Mr.  .Sherman  snia,  le  saw  no  more  reason  for  seizing 
and  retiiniiiig  a  slave  hun  a  horse. 

There  the  s'lbjecl  dropped.  The  proposition,  at 
that  day,  was  so  abs  ird  and  outrageous  that  no  south- 
ern man  dared  to  urp  •  it.  Subsequently  a  clause  wa.s 
inserted,  which  may  le  found  among  iho  miscellaiieons 
pmvisions  of  the  cc  istitution,  article  4,  section  2  ; 
whii  h  says : 

"  .No  [lerson  held  r>  service  or  labor  in  one  State, 
under  the  Uws  ih<re  f,  escaping  into  another,  shall,  iu 
couseij'ience  of  any  1  iw  or  rr-suiation  therein,  be  dis- 
charged from  such  sei^ice  or  labor;  but  shall  be  deliv- 
ered up  on  claim  of  I  le  party  to  whom  such  service  or 
labor  may  be  due." 

This  s  di.in,  and  il  e  one  before  referred  to.  are  the 
Ol  ly  Sections  ihit  h  i\  3  any  reterence  to  the  siibjec'  of 
slavery;  ihe  former  jiviti'^  to  Congress  the  power  to 
prohilot  the  slave  trade  after  ihe  year  1808;  the  laitei 
prohibiiiiiii  a  Siaie  frcin  passing  a  law  dischnrging  any 
p^rson  held  to  service  or  labor  escnping  I'roin  a  slave 
S'ate  into  another.  This  is  the  e.xtent  of  ihe  [lower 
conferred  ;  and  this  s  all  that  was  intended,  by  the 
frainers  of  the  constii  ition,  as  will  fully  appear  by  re- 
ference to  the  debat(  s.  I  will  therefore  read  ironi 
Madison's  papers,  voijme  3. 

.Mr.  .Martin  propos.  il  to  vary  ariicleZ,  s'*ction  4,  so  as 
to  allow  a  prohtdUion  u  T  tax  on  the  iinportatinn  of  slavea. 
In  the  tirsl  place,  as  five  slaves  are  counted  equal  to 
three  freemen,  in  the  ipportionnient  of  representatives, 
such  a  clause  would  j  ive  encouragement  to  th's  trufHt. 
In  the  second  plai-e,  i  aves  weaken  one  portion  ol  the 
Union  which  the  oiht  ■  is  bound  to  protect;  the  privi- 
le;ie  of  importing  slaVes  w-as  therefore  unreasonable. 
And  in  the  third  |14ce,  it  was  inconsistent  wiih  the 
priiK  Iplrs  of  ihe  rev  ilntion.  and  dishonorable  to  the 
.KmTicin  chnructeri  '**  hAve  such. a  feature  in  the  cou- 
siitutiun 

not  see  how  the  importation  of 
.luraged  by  this  section.  He  was 
iiiiurrectiun — and  would  readily 
let  from  the  I'bli^ation  lo  protect 
m.  Ruligion  and  kumant'y  had 
ipicttit/rpt  Interest  alone  is  the 
vith  nations. 

ihe  attention  of  the  Senator  from 
een  a  teacher  of  iho  will  of  his 
lo  1  believe  is  in  favor  of  tusfain- 
to  the  sayings  and  doings  of  the 
e  of  the  adoption  of  the  consti- 


.Mr.  Rutled^e  did 
slaves  could  be  enc 
not  spprehenoive  of 
exempt  the  other  .St 
the  south  against  ih 
nothing  lo  do  urUh  th 
goveruiiii:  principle 

Hi're  i  wish  lo  cal 
Clermont,  who  has 
Divine  .Master,  and  \ 
iug  the  fiijiitive  law 
slave  holders  at  the  t 


tution.      They,   fir,    did   not  prelend  that  slavery  could 
be  justified  by  Christianity,  or  a  Chrisiiun  iijti.iii. 

1  will,  thtrelore.  I.r  the  ben.  fit  of  tli.  Receimd  Sen- 
ator, i»ml  a^aiii  ilie  Isnifu  >sf<-  <  f  this  So.ih  Ciir>  lina 
<|>  Ir-^ati  :  ■•  litlirrlcm  ii„il  hiinifinily  havr  Jinihtii^  to  do 
iriih  'lavery  !  "  '•  IntcieNl  a!  .n.  ,"'  .■.uid  .\lr.  hiulfdge, 
'■  Is  I  be  governing  priii,  ipleof  naii>  ns."  Said  he,  "  ihe 
true  <|ueBiion  at  present  is,  whe'her  the  .soullieru  States 
shall  or  .-Il  dl  not  he  parties  to  the  Lnioii. 

!•  the  ii..illiein  Stales  consuli  iheir  interest,  ihey 
will  not  op|iii.<e  the  incieaseot  >laves,  wbiili  v^ill  in- 
crease the  commodities  of  which  ihey  will  become  ibo 
carriers. 

.Mr.  Ellsworth  said  he  wns  for  lenvinj  ihe  clause  as 
it  (italids.  Let  eveiy  Slate  import  w  Imt  it  pb-uses,  the 
wiidr.rn  or  inordiiy  of  nlaveiy  are  considemtious  be- 
loiijiiiiL'  tu  the  .Stales  the/iiselves.  \V  |,at  cnrn-hes  a 
|iail  enriches  the  wlioU-;  and  the  Siair-s  are  ihe  beet 
jud^fes  of  iheir  pariicnlar  iiiti  re.si».  The  <  Id  coidede- 
r«cy  had  not  meddled  wiih  this  po  nf,  and  he  Jid  not 
see  any  greater  necessity  for  biingit  vvitlun  the  policy 
of  the  new  one. 

Mr.  I'iiickney.  South  Carolina  can  never  receive 
the  pi  111  i(  it  prohibi's  the  slave  trade  In  evcrv  propo- 
sed e.xteiisioii  of  the  povveis  of  Congress  ihiit  Slai'-  lias 
e.^piessly  and  watchfully  excepted  that  of  lueddliug 
with  the  importation  ot  negroes. 

Col.  X'asoii,  of  Virginia.  This  infernal  traffic  origin- 
ated in  the  avarice  ot  British  int  rclmnts.  The  Biitish 
inert  hauls  con.siaiiily  checked  the  Mtieinpts  of  Virginia 
to  put  a  stop  to  it.  The  present  (|uestioii  concerns  not 
the  importing  States  alone,  but  the  whole  Union.  The 
evil  L)f  having  slaves  was  experienced  during  ihe  lute 
war.  Had  slaves  been  treated  as  they  nii^lii  have 
lieen  by  the  enemy  they  would  have  I'oiind  daiiijerous 
insiriimeiits  in  their  bunds.  He  mentioneu  the  danger- 
ous itisiirreciions  of  .slaves  in  Greece  and  Sicily.  .Ma- 
lylHiidaiid  Viiginia,  he  .--aid,  had  alreuily  pn  liibited 
the  importation  of  slaves  expre^^ly.  North  drolina 
had  already  done  the  same  in  fiibsLitce.  All  this 
woiiM  be  in  vain,  if  South  Carolina  aud  Georgia  be  at 
liberty  to  import. 

Tlie  Western  people  arc  already  calling  out  for  slave*  for 
ihiir  new  lands ;  and  icill  fUl  that  cofiutry  irith  alavet,  if 
they  c^n  be  got  through  Sif^ilh  Caroliita  iiud  Georgia. 

Slavery  discourages  ails  and  iMMiiulacuires.  T 
poor  despise  lalior  when  peilornitd  by  Slaves.  T. 
prevent  the  emigraiioii  of  whites,  who  reall^jMcicb 
mid  sireiiiithen  a  counlry.  They  produce  i\\o-m/nf ' per- 
uif  ions  ejficts  on  manners.  Every  nni:Hir  u{  Slave*  is  bom 
a  petty  tyrant.  Tht-ybaing  the  J'ulgment  of  heaven  on  a 
country  As  nations  cannot  beievsardid  or  punished 
111  the  next  world,  ihey  must  be  in  this.  By  an  inev- 
itable chain  of  causes  and  elfec's.  Providence  punishes 
national  sins  by  national  calamities. 

He  lamented  that  some  of  our  Eastern  brethri'n, 
from  a  iust  of  ^ain,  had  embarked  iu  this  nefarious 
trallic. 

He  held  it  important  in  every  point  of  view,  that  the 
Gk.\kkal  Govern me.st  sH'ULd  havb  thjc  powkr  vo 
pkkvbnt  the  i.ncrk«se  or  Slavehy. 

Mr.  Ellsworth  said  :  As  po[iulation  increases,  poor*- 
laborers  wil  be  sn  plenty  as  to  render  sipves  useless 
Starery,  in  lime,  icill  not  be  a  speck  m  our  country.  Pro 
vi:.ioii  is  tftl^ady  made  in  Conuecticut  lot  abolishing  it. 
.\nd  the  aSblition  has  already  taken  place  iu  .Mussachu- 
Setti. 

ALjpwi.-^,  of  Georgia:   Uso  conceived  naiicmnl 

alfljfe,  to  be  before  the  Convention  ;   not  such, 

bJ|present,  were  of  a  local  nature.     Georgia 

Ined   on   this    point,    that   she    would    not 

'la  the  UnTon,  if  she  had  to  yield  any  of  her  sov- 

i^ilJIJ.jiow'er  over  the  importation  of  slaves. 
.Mr.jpKRRY  thought  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
con^v^f  States  an  to  slaves,  but  ought  to  be  careful  nof 
to  givBiaiiction  to  it. 

.Mr.  Lanodo.s,  of  New  Hampshire,  w^  strenuous  fc 
giving  the  power   to  the  General  Government.      H 


•\ 
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could  not,  wilh  a  good  conscience,  leave  it  with  the 
States,  whf)  could  then  go  ou  wilh  the  traffic  withoai 
being  restrained  by  ibe  u[>iiiioii8  here  giveu — ihat  ibey 
will  ihciiiselves  cease  lo  iiii|)(prt  slaves. 

Mr.  RuTLEDGK,  of  Suulh  Carolina,  said  :  If  ilio  Con 
veulioii  thinks  ibat  SouUi  Curolina,  Ni)riii  Cciroliua  and 
Georgia,  will  ever  agree  to  tht;  plan  niile-s  I  heir  righih 
to  import  slaves  be  uii'onclied,  their  ex[)ectaiioii  is  vtiin. 
The  (leople  of  those  Slates  will  n^er  be  such  fools  as 
to  give  up  80  iiiiporiaii'  an  interest. 

He  was  strenuous  aguinst  striking  out  the  seciioii, 
and  seconded  the  motiou  of  Gen.  Piuckuey  for  a  cotn 
mitineiit.  ' 

It  seems  to  me,  Mr  Speaker,  that  I  have  read  enoiigl 


■■[ 


declaring  that  baptism 

service.     It  was  soon 

B,  possessed  the  dis- 

al  the  dictation  of 

rendered  tfaeni  use- 


fore,  interfered,  and  pasted  a  law 
thould  not  release  the  slave  from 
found  that  ibese'scrvaiiis,  or  s;av 
pnirition  to  go  fioin  place  to  pla 
iheirown  desires.  This  propeusi 
less  to  their  master.-. 

1  be  L'  gislature  therefore  pass  ?d  a  law  authorizing 
any    constable,  or  other   person 
found   running  at  larj^e,  Irom  hi 
vviihont  a  passport,  and  to  returu 

This,  of  iiself,  did  not  seem  to  an_     __  . j,_., ,  „„„ 

another  law  was  passed  authoifiziup  a  constable,  or 
other  person  making  the  arrest,  to  Hog  the  servant  and 
puss  liini  over  to  the  next  constable,  who   would  Ho 


to  arrest  any  slave 
s  master's  plantation, 
biui  to  his  master. — 
swer  the  purpose,  and 


of  the  sayings  and  doings  of  the  maker.s  of  our  C(jii>ti-  liiui  and  pass  him  to  the  next,  and  sm  on  until  he  reach^ 
tutiun,  to  conviuce  every  intelligent  and  ri^ht  inmdtd  \  ed  his  master,  who  was  bound  to  pay  a  certain  quau- 
man,  that  tkey  regarded  Slavery  as  a  greui  political,  so-i  lity  ol  tobacco  for  the  arri-st  andjfloggiug  ot  the  slave, 
cial,  and  moral  evil,  and  one  that  could  not  exist,  for  a  ;  But  it  would  seem  that  theslav*  had  yet  rights  which 
long  time.  he  dartd  to  exercise.     He  woulij  often  use  his  legs  ia 

No  one,  sir,  can  read  these  debates  without  coDclu-i  an  etl'oit  to  escape  from  those  who  attempted  to  arrest, 
ding   that  the  delegates  sciupidouily   and  religiouslv  i  and  sometimes  resist  by   force,  I'fiose  who  would  flog 


guarded  againsi  giving  ihe  Fedtial  Governineiit  an) 
power  or  control  over  Slavery,  except  tln^  right  to  pro- 
hibit the  iinpoitaiion  cf  saves  niter  18i)8,  or  'hat  the) 
bad  the  slightest  iiiiention  to  give  Congiess  the  povvei 
to  extend  Slavery  beynnd  il.s  then  limits  I 

It  it  Wiis  the  de>igii  of  ihe  frmners  of  the  Constitu- 
tion lo  extend  Slavery,  why  did  they  prohibii  the  im 
portation  of  sUve.s  7  And  why  was  it,  ihut  a  few  dayi- 
prior  to  the  ad.iption  of  the  Con-tituiioii,  every  loot  ol 
land   belongin;;  lo  ihe  United  Sl.iles,  and  ce<Jeil,  loo,  bv 


turn.  It  therefore  became  neceifsary  further  to  enact 
a  law  to  curtail  the  rif.hts  of  the;  slave,  and  crush  the 
last  8|iark  of  manhood  in  him.      1 

A  stHiiite  wns  tl.en  passed  autliorizing  the  constable 
or  other  person  who  should  attempt  to  mako  the  arrest, 
to  tUoot  or  kill  the  slave  if  be  ihould  attempt  lo  run 
Irorn  the  officer  or  other  person. or  to  resist  after  he 
was  arretted.  1 

A  subsecpient  statute  was  passdd  which  forbade  the 
lave  10  raise  bis  baud  in  opposition  to  any  white  man, 


Vii'>;iiiirt,  a  slave  Slate,  Was  de(li(  aUd  lo  Freedom  I))  even  in  Jtfence  of  his  life. 
the  Ordiuiince  (d'  1787.  That  loisaken  iin<l  contemned  !  Thus  you  see  the  natural  right*  of  a  man  were  taken 
Ordinance,  which,  in  these  latur  days,  is  known  as  the !  away,  one  after  another,  until  ha  was  reduced  to  his 
Wiimoi  I'loviso.  I  pr<  si  nl  degraded  condition. 

But  It  seems  to  me  that  there  is,  in  the  Constitution  ]       By  ihese  statutes  the  master,  or  other  persons,  were 
itself,  an   open  admission  that  the   whole  siiliject   ol  i  fully  authorized  to  whip,  scourgei  and,  in  many  instan- 


Saves  and  Slavery — exce[)t  ihe  right  to  prohibit  im 
portation — was  lelt  wilh  the  Slales.  [See  Article  1. 
Sec  tion  9. 

I  now  pass  to  the  third  lesolution,  which  I  propose 
to  notice  very  briefly. 

This  resolution  declares,  "  That  Slavery,  being  an 
abridgement  of  the  naiuial  ligh's  olinan,  can  e.\isi  on 
iy  by  lorce  of  posiiive  mnnici|ial  iaw,und  is  lleces^a■ 
rily  conhned  to  the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  jiowei 
creating  it." 

The  iniih  of  this  proposition  is  generally  admitted. 

Sl.iVery  did  not  exist  by  common  law,  and  can  only 
exist  in  ojien  violation  of  it. 

riiilo-ophy  allows  of  no  obligHlion  from  one  man  to 
another  williont  an  eqiiivalenl.     Slaveiy  can  never  be 


ces,  even  to  kill  the  slave  or  serx  int. 

T  he  power  of  the  master,  thi  s  confeiTed,  rests  en- 
tirely on  statute  law.  And  the  d  sabiliiies  of  the  slave 
were  e8l^bli^hed  by  the  same  auihorily.  The  same 
statute  that  deprived  tlie  slave  ot  his  natural  rights,  el- 
evated the  master  in  the  same  degree  that  it  degraded 
the  slave. 

.Now,  sir,  it  must  be  apparent  to  every  mind,  that  it 
is  b)  statiittuy  j)rovisionbalone,  ihatslavesaredeprived 
of  their  lilieriy.  Suth  is  ihe  ca^e  in  all  the  Southern 
Slates.  Slavery  txistsonly  by  siaivtory]&vr.  It  there 
lore  follows,  as  a  mailer  of  course,  that  those  statates 
h  ive  force  anil  authority  over  thej  slave  only  when  he 
IS  within  the  jurisdiction  ot  the  tjlate ;  and  could  have 
iio  more  fo'ce  or  binding  obligation  upon  the  slave  out 
ol  the  State,  or  give  the  master  tite  right  to  whip,  shoot 


a /cpa/ relation.     It  rests  entirely  on /orce.     Siaves  be- 
ing treated  a-,  properly,  and  not  allowed  legal   liglus,!  or  kill  the  slave,  ihau  thouEh  no/such  statute  ever  ex 
cannoty  be  under  legal  obligations.     Ills  inconsistent  i  isied. 
Willi  tile  inoial  iiiiiuie  of  iin'.u. 

Lyfd    Ma:i»held,    in    detiliiig    the   leading    English 

Slave  case,  known  bn  the  S  •tneisett  care,  de(  hired  that 

Sifivery  was  the  creature  ot  toree,  or  vviir;  and  th  it  the 

lati.'ii  ol  niifU  r  aiiil   clave  coiil.l   mt  exi-t  oiie   mo- 

iienl  alter  the  slave  had  escajied  froin  the  UiHuence  ot 


I  think  these  remarks  are  supcient  to  sustain  my 
iliinl  resoUnion.  I  will  iheieforp  proceed  to  the  coQ- 
bidiration  if  the  next.  \ 

This  res.lution  declares,  '•  Thai  all  acts  of  CongreM, 
anil  of  the  Executive,  by  which  our  national  iuflueuce 
IS  exeiteil  h^r  ihu  snppoit  of  the  coastwire  slave  trade 
or  ol  shivt  ly,  are  sutjversive  of  tlie  righu,  and  injuri- 
ous lo  ihe  leeliugs  and  interests  of  the  people  of^lbe 
iie-  States,  are  uiiaulhoiized  by^pur  federal  compact, 
ai.d  [irejiidicial  lo  our  natii/nal  t^mracter." 


fbi'  inas'er,  or  ihe  piwi 

The  qileBiioii  uri.»es,  how,   iIkij,  clues  S'avery  exist  ? 
I  aliiwei,  by  hate  ol    jiogilive  niiiiicipal   law,  it  at  all. 

I  will  illustrate  Ijy  referring'  to  the  slave  codeo)  Vir-;  _      , 

ginia,  that  we  mav  have  a  coirect  idea  of  the  existence  '      It  must  be  afipareiit  lo  every  Senator,  that  by  refer- 
and  continuance  of  Slavery  in  that  Sta-e.  I  ence  t  •  the  proceeding  of  the  ( jonstilutiona!  Conven- 

At  a  very  early  period  in  the  hiftory  ff  Firgiiiia.  the  |  tioii,  and  to  the  constitution  it  ^elf,  that  no  power  i* 
Leaislature  passed  a  law  auiliMrizing  thep^porlaium  of  confemd  upon  Congress  to  intt  rpose  the  influence  of 
healhent.  th\iei  by  land  or  ^ea — and  ihitViiLh  |icrsoiis  'ne  fdi  ral  gos ernnient.  to  suda  u  the  coast-wiae  slave 
thus  iinponed.  should  ik   held  a-  servai.t*  f  r  Jife.  ;  trade  or  slavery  ;  and  conse(.]utti  tiy  any  attempt  ol  the 

This  IS   lielieveii  to  In-  tiej  oii;.'!:iwl  S  .\ct\  in  the  i  .i'•ver^.nlent  to  .■  Uslain  it,  is  nnct  usliiunonal,  and  inja- 


01. 1  Dominion.     Here  we  have  tlir  firsi  step  talien  to  I  rioii>  to  ilif^  righit  ol  nor  hern  f 
deprive  man  of  his  (joil-.'iven  r  j.ht<>.    Uii  ier  ti<e  moral  \       M:.  MnJiSon  b.iid.  tha'  it  wou 
'■ode  of  that  day,  in  Virgil. ia,  it  ►•.  eo.s  ih.it  vvUti:  u  sfci- j  iht   loca  in  the  coiistiiirion,  tha 
vant  was  conveiled  and  was  baptized,  he  rcga.iied  hi--  i  tking  us  pre j'trty  in  man 
freedom.  I  •••I'ovv  me  the  da  ise  in  llio  cons 

With  these  inducempiits,  conversions  icere  easy,  but  lhe\  the  right  of  man  to  hold  propert 
{holding  of  tlates  tea*  difficult.    The  Legislaiurt,  there- '     It  will  not  be  d:;nied,  Mr.  S 


ienicn. 

il  be  wrnU'i  to  admit 
llfTe  could  he  $uek  a 
1  cljalleiige  gentlemen  lo 
inlieu  that  recognizes 
y  in  man. 
eaker,  ihal  Congress 


ha*  interfered  and  1' 

and  the  ilavo  tr*d«  o 
humim  tlcih  far  mot 
coastwiws  BlaY«?  trad 
and  declar<ni  to  be 

auy  Arnenciin  is  lot 


ft  ita  inflaeuce  to  iustain  iliTerv 
the  American  coast — n  traflic  in 
Ui  b«  deplored  than  ihe  Alrican 
which  It  iurbidden  hv  uur  laws 

kii^cy,  piinishuble  with  death  il 
oD;;ai;ed  in  it. 


ajt  we  have  the  domestic  slave 
ffic/f«  sacred  when  carried  on  on 
»hero  ii8  victims,  iti  ni;iny  iiistaii- 
I  as  light  and  minds  as  intelligent 
Clermont  or  mysell — than  when 
rican  coast,  where  its  victims  are 
barbarians  ?  It"  so,  I  cannot  see 
iter   abroad    is  hun?  at  ihe   vard 


It  home,  in  freti,  eiilishttned.  Chrisiian  America, 
ecognizetl  as  a  gea'.leman  and  tills  pulpit  and  fo- 


Why  make  the  tore  ign  slave  trade  Berime.     Why  not 
protect    and    legalize  i 
trade  t     Sir,  is  their* 
our  •oathem  coaat? 
ce«,  have  complexion 
aa  the  Senator  Irom 
Carried  oa   on  the  Al 
rude  and  uncivilized 
it.     Yet  the  »la»o   d 
arm 
be  i«  re 
rum,  expounds  gospel  and  makes  laws 

The  federal  government  has  niude  several  attempts 
to  compel  Great  Britain  to  pay  for  slaves  taken  within 
her  dominions  on  board  American  ships  forced  into  her 
ports  by  stress  of  weather;  whilst  ihere,  the  slaves  asser- 
ted their  right  to  libtrty,  as  they  had  a  right  to  do  un- 
der the  laws  of  nations. 

In  one  in»lance,  in  violation  of  all  law  and  preceden', 
by  means  of  false  representations,  by  our  minister  in  I 
England,  they  wrongfully  extorted  from  that  govern- 1 
ment  tteenty-Jive  thxmtand  po^ind$  for  slaves  who  had  thu.-;  I 
obtained  tdeir  freedom.  This  was  done  to  a[)pease  the  j 
avarice  of  the  southefn  taskmaster. 

In  several  instances  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  ! 
States  have  been  employed  for  the  benefit  of  the  slave 
holders  of  the  south,  In  aiding  in  the  re-capture  of  their  ! 
slaves,   who  had   fled  into   Florida    and   tuken  refuge  J 
ammig  the  Indians.     In  another  instance,  in  the  yi  ar  ' 
1815.  the  army  and  navy  of  the  I'liited  States  under  the  i 
directiou  of  the  fed*al   government,  blew  up  a  fort  j 
erected  by  slaves  on  ftie  east  bank  of  the  Apalacha  riv- 
er, \a  which  were  abrtit  300  men.  women  and  i  hildren.  | 
Out  of  that  number  "^0  were  killed,  and  the  balance, 
who  were  not  inortaly  wounded,  w-re  seized  and  re-  , 
turned    to    their   owi.ers.     The  only  offence  alKdged 
■gainst  them  by  the  federal   government,  was  the  at  | 
tempt  to  enjoy  their  iberty. 

This  damning  crim*  rests  as  heavily  on  the  freemen^ 
of  the  north  as  the  sl^-e  owner  of  the  south.  Met  how  | 
often  do  we  hear  the  ;rT  that  Congress  does  uot  inter- 1 
fere  in  the 'luesiion  o    slavery.  ! 

I  could  ^o  on  sir,  lad  I  time,  and  demonstra'e  by  I 
the  record,  the  fact,  hat  the  Florida  w'ar  was  brouslii  ' 
on  by  an  unlawful  iu  erference  of  the  Federal  Goverii- 
meut,  in  the  attempt  ;o  compel  the  Indians  to  give  up  ' 
slaves  who  had  escjjfd  fmm  Alabama  and  (ieoigia,  i 
and  taken  refuge  ami:  is  them  ;  and  who  had  become 
a  part  of  them  by  iuti  rmarriage.  | 

I'ezas  too,  was  anu  xed,  and  the  Mexican  war  pro- 
duced, throriiih  the  in  lueiice  of  the  .louth,  and  with  the 
openly  avoiced  purpot  of  extending  and  perpetuating 
slavery,  at  the  expei  te  too  of  over  $300,000,000,  and 
the  »acri6ce  of  the  liVes  of  20  000  American  ciiizetis. 

By  far  the  greatertwrtion  of  the  money  aud  the  men 
came  from  the  pocfets  and  the  ranks  of  the  laboring 
millions  of  the  free  States — and  iu  open  and  palpable 
violaUOQ  of  the  eenic^nnd  spirit  rif  our  constiiutioa. 
Tfie  next  re#olutioq|  Mr.  Speaker,  n-ads  as  follows  : 
"That  the  law  kinwn  as  the  fugitive  law,  passetl 
September  18,  18.j0,  i  i^wise,  unjust,  oppressive;  uiid 
ought  forthwith  to  be    -ebealed." 

No  fmrty  of  the  nor  h.and  no  respectable  ■portion  of 
any  party  asked  for  ll  o  passage  of  such  a  law.  So  fur 
at  the  fre«  States  weq  >  concerned,  it  was  a  base,  tame 
and  cowardly  submiss  ion  on  th'-ir  part,  to  ihe  arrojant, 
unjust  and  wicked  de  nandt  rjf  the  tlaveocracy  ol  the 
touib,  headed  by  that   irch  traitor,  Daniel  Webnter. 

There  it  no  claus*  in  the  constitution  conlerring 
power  on  Cnnt;rets  to  piats  an  act  thus  outraging  the 
righu,  the  feelings  aa  I  the  interests  of  the  north,  and 
of  hnmanity. 

Why,  sir.  what  is  th4  law  bat  a  law  of  oppression  "> 


Its  object  is  to  compel  you  and  I  to  prostrate  nurtelvet 

at  the  feet  of  the  slave  catcher — mm  bloo.thoni  il— nnd 
iivc  tliase  after  the  trit-ndles.i  fugitive,  aiid  thrust  hira 
back  to  .slavery  and  a  lin-.'cring  death. 

Uhy,  sir,  under  this  law,  en.ict.  d  in  the  noon  of  the 
19th(enttiry  of  the  Christian  era,  by  a  [iroless' dly 
CVmj/ian  [leople,  "  all  good  n/iztnt"  are  rommanded, 
ujion  cry  of  the  olavehulder  to  leave  iheir  shops,  their 
stores,  iheir  farmr,  iheir  .likes,  the  congn  gaiioti  to 
leave  the  church,  and  the  pnather  the  sacred  di  sk,  t'l 
give  chase  alter  a  nluve — a  human  being  cr>  ated  by 
God,  in  his  own  imace,  and  endowi-d  with  ihe  ..^ame 
rights  and  feeling  us  we — to  hunt  him  down  to  satisfy 
tlie  cupidity  and  avarice  of  a  lew  .slaveholders  who 
are  cursing  the  land  with  sterility,  and  fattenin:;  on  the 
blood  and  tears  of  their  ojipressed.  peeled  aud  uutcnst 
brothers.  Sir,  will  you  do  it  7  Will  Senatois  do  it? 
Will  any  "  cooD  citi^e.n  "  of  Ohio  do  il  7  1  caunot,  I 
will  not  believe  it. 

Let  our  indignant  answer  to  the  South  be  that  of 
Christian  Freemen  : 

We  hunt  your  bondmen  ffyinzfrom  slavery's  hateful  hell. 

Our  Voices  at  your  Lidding  take  up  ifie  Mooilhound's  yell  ; 

We  gaiher,  at  yuur  fumniuDe,  above  our  laihers   giuvrf, 

from  Freedom's  holy  altMr-horaa,  to  tear  your  wretched  slaves  ! 

Thank  fiod !  not  yet  so  vilely  can  the  proud  yuung  Buckeye  bow, 

The  tpirit  i.f  iier  Fathers  is  with  hfr  evtn  now; 

Dream  not  because  her  weslein  blood  moves  slow  and  calm  and 
cool, 

.'~bc  thus  can  stoop  her  chainlets  neck — a  (inter's  elavc  and  tool. 

1  am  aware,  sir,  that  the  afiologiils  for  Slavery  and 
the  Fugitive  Law  claim,  that  the  Constitution  colliers 
upon  Congress  the  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject  of 
lugitivex  Irom  si  rvice.  Thesection  or  clause  from  which 
they  claim  to deiive  their  authority  may  befoiiiid  among 
the  miscellaneous  provisions  ol  ihe  Constitution,  article 
4.  part  of  thr  2ud  stciiou,  which  reads  as  loilows  :  "  No 
person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  under  the 
laws  thereof,  e»ca|iiiig  iiiio  auodier,  shall,  in  conse- 
quence <f  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  disthui  ged 
from  Nurh  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivert  d  up, 
on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  is 
due." 

Now,  sir,  it  is  evident,  that  the  "  service  or  labor" 
spoken  of  is  not  confined  to  slaves  alone,  but  i.^  equally 
applitable  to  apprentice.-;  bound  to  sirviLe  iu  the  North- 
ern Stales,  whether  white  or  black;  and  applus  as 
Well  to  the  free  as  the  .slave  S  ates.  l"nd<  rtliis  clause, 
what  are  the  Slates  bound  to  do;  or  raiher,  what  uie 
they  bound  7iot  to  do  7  They  are  bound  not  to  pass 
any  law  ili.schariiing  a  peison  held  to  si  r\  ice  or  labor 
ill  one  State,  who  has  escaped  into  anulher,  Irom  sui  h 
service  or  labor.  This  is  all.  No  act  is  recpiired  on 
the  part  of  the  State.  The  States  are  prohii'ited  from 
eiiai  ting  any  law  a  Legislature  niiyht  pass  jn  intiiig 
out  the  iiii'de  or  manner  of  delivering  up  such  fugi- 
tive.or  prohibiting  the  person  to  whom  such  servce  or 
I  ibor  is  dm-,  from  taking  l)ack  such  |>erson  to  the  S'aie 
from  which  he  tied,  without  due  process  of  law,  would 
be  uncoustiliitional  and  void. 

Such  was  the  decision  of  the  United  States  Court  i 
the  celebrated  case  of  tho  Commouwealth  of  IVnusyl 
vania  vs.  Prigg. 

The  latter  part  of  the  clause  says — ''but  shall  bede-    \ 
liverrd  up  on  i-Uiin  of  tha  party  lo  whom  such  Ke»vii.e 
or  labor  is  tlue  !" 

The  word  claim  was  supposed  to  bear  a  legal  signifi- 
cati(Mi — a  demand.     Such   was  the  view   taken    by  the 
Legislature  of  I'ennsyK  ania,  that   a   claim    was  to  be 
made  on  th«  .  lute  into  which  the  fugitive  had  escaped 
from  service  or  labor;  and  that  legal  proceedings  were     / 
necessary   to  be  had  before  the  master  could    take  his 
slave.      Uut    the  Su(>reme  Court  of  the    United  States      ! 
decided  that  no  legislation  by  the  Slate  was  necessary,    j 
Indeed    they  went  further  and   declared  that  any    law 
pasted   by  any   State,  and    having  reference  to  or  ci 
uection  wiih  a  lugitive  Irom  service,  void. 

Judge  Story  declared  that  that  part  of  the  consti 
tion  extetited  xUtlJ. 

Bat  it  it  contended  that  the  States  are  bound  to  a     .  i^ 
no  a   Derton  held  to  service  or  labor,  escaoine  fir      \^ 


\ 


6 


/ 


one  State  into  another  on  demand  of  the  master,  the 
some  as  we  are  bound  to  deliver  up  fugitives  from  jus- 
tice upon  claim  of  ihe  Executive  of  the  State  from 
which  he  fled,  and  they  obim  there  is  great  analogy 
betvveeu  the  cases.  lu  this,  I  think  gentlemen  err.  In 
case  of  fugitives  (lom  justice,  the  Slates  are  bonnd  to 
K-cislate,  and  iu  the  other  they  are  expressly  prohibit- 
ed. Ill  t^'tJ  case  of  a  fugitive  from  justice,  tlie  Stait 
into  wliich  such  fugitive  may  hav<w5ed  throws  Broiupf 
him  hei  protecting  urm,  and  will  not  permit  the  re|^ 
val  ot  such  pertori  out  of  the  Stale  for  trittl,  without  the 
consent  of  such  fugitive,  or  legal  authority.  And  in 
case  a  fugitive  from  justice  should  be  taken  back  in- 
to the  State  from  which  he  flfd,  for  trial,  against  hi> 
consent,  or  without  legal  authority,  ihe  person  or  per- 
sons taking  such  fugitive  out  of  the  Slate,  would  he 
guilty  of  a  niisddraeunor,  and  upon  conviction  thereof 
bf  i>unish,ible  by  imprisonment  in  the  I'enitentiar}'. 

Not  so  Vijih  ihe.'ptrson  held  to  service  or  labor.  The 
muster  has**a^i^ht  to  come  and  take  back  (he  person 
thus  held  to^^vite  without  due  process  of  law,  and 
we  have  no  power  to  punish  him  lor  so  doing. 

In  the  State  of  Ohio  there  is  nn  law  to  prevent 
the  uiastt  r  from  taking  posst  ssinn  of  his  slave,  it  is  an 
o|ien  field,  and  a  fail-  Hglit  between  master  and  slave. 
The  masier  has  a  right  to  come  into  the  Sta'e  of  Ohio, 
and  give  chase  afiei  his  slave,  and  take  him  back  inio 
chains  without  any  legal  process. 

This  is  the  masters  right,  and  we  can  pass  no  law  to 

prevent  it.     Why?     Because  the  constitution  forbids  it. 

The    chase  is  between    master  and    slave.     If  the 

slave  should   resist  his  master,  even    to  taking  bis  lift-, 

he  Would  violate  no  law,  eiilier  of  God  or  man. 

Mr.  Geiger.  Has  the  master  the  right  to  lake  his 
slave  iu  a  riot<ius  manner. 

Mr.  Ri.ndiill.  He  has  not,  neither  can  he  take  his 
horse  or  ox  in  a  riotius  maimer. 

Mr.  Randall  continued.  Ohio  cannot  interfere  be- 
twten  the  master  and  his  slave.  Hands  ofi',  says  the 
consiituiion.  If  the  master  can,  through  love,  fear  oi 
lorce,  induce  his  slave  to  return,  i;e  violates  no  law. 

Mr.  Geiger  liien  read  the  following  from  the  Ashta- 
bula Sentinel.  "If  the  slave  catcher  comes,  receive 
him  with  powder  and  ball,  with  diik  and  howie  knile, 
or  whatever  wea()on  be  convenient.  Do  not  hesitate; 
slay  I'le  miscreant,  no  matter  who  he  is,  whether  he 
comefiom  Virginia  or  be  a  hired  bloodhound  from  your 
own  neighborhood.  W.iit  not  to  determine  whether  it 
be  Daniel  Webster  or  the  Editor  of  the  Cleveland  Her- 
ald. If  he  comes  to  le-enslave  you  or  your  wife  and 
cljildren,  fiiruish  him  with  a  iKispitable  grave." 

Ml .  Geiger  asked  Mr.  Randall  if  these  were  his  sen- 
timents. 

Mr.  Randall  replied  that  they  were.  That  such  ad- 
vice hail  been  given,  and  would  again  be  given  to  tin 
slave;  that  il  it  brcatne  necessarv  to  slay  his  masier  to 
jirevent  b^  ing  taken  back  into  slavery,  without  procts*, 
he  had  a  right  to  do  so,  and  could  not  be  punished  by 
our  laws  for  so  doing. 

The  slave  h  is  natural  rights  in  Ohio,  and  has  a  right 
to  defend  his  life  and  libeny  against  the  assaults  of  the 
master  or  any  other  person. 

Tne  uia-ter  has  the  same  legal  right  to  take  his  runa- 
way slave  lliat  he  has  to  take  his  runaway  horse.  And 
both  slave  and  horse  have  the  right  to  idfcU-fmce- 

Mr.  Geiger  asked  if  a  horse  h;id  a  right  to  kick  out 
his  owners  brain's  when  in  pursuit  of  him. 

Mr.  R.  replied:  This  would  depend  upon  circum- 
Btances.  If  the  man  has  no  brains  it  would  be  well 
enough  to  kick  ihem  out. 

I  know,  continued  Mr.  R..  of  no  law  to  punish  a 
horse  for  kicking  out  the  brains  of  his  owner.  There 
is  no  law  iu  Ohii>  depriving  the  slave  ol  sell-uefence. 
The  slave  code  of  Virginia  or  Maryland,  or  aiiy  other 
slave  Slate,  does  not  deprive  the  slave,  loken  here,  of 
any  of  his  natural  rights  of  &v\i-dffence. 

Mr.  Geiger.     Would  il  noi  be    murder  to  ki  1  a  man 
while  engaged  in  a  lawful  act? 
Mr.  Randall.     It  would  if  there  was  Tnaliee  preptnte. 


Mr.  Geiger.  You  admit  that  it  is  lawful  for  the  mas- 
ter to  come  here  alter  his  slave — then  would  it  not  be 
murder  for  the  slave  to  kill  him  wibile  thus  engaged^ 
Mr.  Randall.  I  wish  the  Senator  to  bear  in  mind 
the  distinction,  that  whilst  we  ar »  prohibited  by  tli« 
coiistiiulion  ln>m  passing  any  law  {uninhiug  the  master 
for  taking  his  ejave,  yet  we  do  nit  deprive  the  slave 
of  any  of  his  Ge«-given  rights.       i 

The  law  in  Virginia  which  aulhflrizes  the  master  to 
whip,  scourge  and  in  some  instancM  to  shoot  the  slave, 
is  powerless  here. 

The  constitution  of  Ohio  forbids  any  distinction  be- 
tween men,  and  declares  '"that  aii  men  are  born  equal- 
ly free  and  independent,  and  have  certain  natural,  in- 
herent and  independent  rights,  among  which  are  the 
enjoying  and  defending  of  life  and  liberty,  acquiring, 
possessing  and  protecting  property,  and  obtaining  hap- 
piness and  safety  " 

Now,  sir,  who  can  read  this  clajuse  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  then  say  that  the  man  h<fld  to  service  iu  one 
State  may  not  defend  himself  in  lais. 

The  fugitive  law  was  •'  conceivifd  in  sin,  and  brought 
forth  in  iniquity."  It  is  objectionible  for  various  rea- 
sons. I 

1st.  It  forbids  us  to  extend  theicommon  charities  of 
I'fe  to  a  suffering  and   heli)less  bmlher. 

Suppose,  Mr.  Speaker,  a  :lave  from  a  sugar  planta- 
tion in  Louisiana,  worn  out  with  long  travel,  and  weak 
for  want  of  food  and  lodging,  shuald  call  at  the  house 
of  one  your  clergy.  The  ciergyiuan  steps  to  the  door. 
The  slave  informs  him  that  he  hasjusi  Kfi  a  land  of  op- 
pression, to  find  a  laud  of  freedom.  He  begs  hir  cloth 
ing  to  cover  his  naked  body — for  food  to  satiate  hi»  cra- 
ving ny)petife,  and  lor  a  bed  on  v»  hich  to  rest  his  wea- 
ry limbs.  The  clergyman  answeisno;  lam  lorbid- 
den  to  do  so  by  the  laws  of  ihp  land.  My  feeiiugs 
prompt  me  to  do  it.  Chri>tiaiii!y,  humanity  and  my 
Bible  teach  me  to  do  it.  You  have  my  warmest  .sym- 
pathies, my  jto'ir  outcast  bro'her,  but  the  laws  of  my 
country  compel  me  to  cnish  my  sympathies,  Biifle  my 
humanity,  forget  my  Christianityj.  and  turn  a  deaf  ear 
to  the  teachings  of  '"  Hon  who  (spake  us  never  man 
spake."      The  laic  mutt  be  obeyed,  i 

Mr.  Howard.  Has  not  Judge  McLean  decided  that 
we  have  a  right  to  furnish  a  slavtj  with  food,  clothing 
and  lodging,  and  not  subject  ourselves  to  the  penally 
of  the  law.  t 

Mr.  Randall.  He  so  decided  under  the  law  of  1793, 
but  the  wording  of  the  late  law  is  very  diHerent — and 
was  made  go  expressly  to  prohibit  such  aets  of  charily. 
It  says  that  any  [)er80!i  who  shall  knowingly  hinder  the 
arrest  of  a  fugitive,  or  attempt  t4  rescue  him  after  ar- 
rest, or  assist  such  fugitive,  "  niRecTLY  or  iNniRECTi.Y  " 
to  escape,  or  harbor  or  conceal  him,  sball  be  liable  to  a 
fine  of  $1000  and  six  m<>nih8'  injprisonmeiit. 

This  is  the  effect  of  this  mostWicked  and  flagrantly 
inhuman  law,  and  I  defy  any  geltleman  to  controvert 
this  position  :  that  the  law  forllids  to  extend  to  the 
slave  the  common  charities  of  ifcl'e  without  subjecting 
ourselves  to  such  penalties.  \|k'ill  any  Senator  deny 
this  ?     I  think  not. 

The  law  is  also  objectionable  upon  ihe  ground  of  the 
unconstitutional  manner  in  which  the  judges  and  ctmi 
missiouers  contemplated  in  this!  ill  a'e  ap(Miinted,  and 
also  on  account  of  the  bribe  nlH' Jil '  nli  ii^  i  riVfi'nViV  .»i^  l^- 
vor  of  slavery.  Six  dollars  are  J''  f'""  ^  (lecision  iu  la 
vor  oflreedom  and  ten  in  favi 

Mr.  Burns.     Do  ^ou  suppose] 
be  sufficient  to   bribe  a  commisftjner  to   decide  a  case 
in  favor  of  slavei-y  ? 

Mr.    Randall.     I  am   not  aw| 
United  States  to   compel  a  mai 
commissioner  under  this  law, 
in  sayiug.  that  any  man  who  is  |a»e  enough  to  vnlunteer 
his  services  under  this  law,  is  bi  te  enough  to  accept  the 

BRIBK. 

Further — this  law  renders  ol  no  avail  the  writ  of  ha- 
beas corpus  and  trial  by  jury,  i  ud  makes  ex  parte  tes- 
timony conclusive. 


SLAVtKY. 

lul  five  dollars  would 


;   of  any  law   in    the 

accejit   the  office  of 

id  I  have  no  hesiaiion 


-*«, 


But  there  is  aBot  her  objection  to  this  law.     Itcom-iity   have  LOlhing  to  do  with  thiat  iuititm,on thai  n- 

in,iiidi  u«  to  do  thi  t  wbah  u  espreesly  lurbidden  by  |  tkhkst  alone  ]»  the  goveruing  piiuni,!,-."  So  th»t" 
the  law  1.1  Gjd.  lyit-lcliiig  to  ihe  cciiKiiund  tf  hia  Sou  ii.  ru  fi.a,  ^r    •/«! 

1  kiiuw.  sir.  tilt  t  i*  a  favorite  arsument  with  those  beut  ou  winuing  iLe  rcwar^  he  would  loi-.-i  jj  ,  ••  ,p. 
who  ii|.h-lil  Anit-ri.  an  slavery  that  the  Bible  sauctioii*  ligmri  and  iiiirnaiiily,"  and  IDO  "  hijjhcr  law,'*  and  b»». 
it.     We  are   r»t"i.rrtd   to  the  lact  tiiat  sl.ivery   existed    ci.me  a  bio.  dtiouml. 

ami'ng  ilio  HebreN^  i  and  to  liie  irgulalmns  of  the  Le-  |  A  woid  us  u>  the  oiigin  of  this  iniqiilt(,u»  fiyiiivn 
Mtical  Uw  coiueri.  iiig  it  as  a  piiMjf  tiat  Giid  L'ave  it'  law.  When  Mr.  Web.^ter  put  tortli  iim  pro^raii.riie  i.f 
his  saiiiliun,  and  as  lumiiigMjt  lo  be  true — thai  slavery  Wliig  principles  iii'JMarch,  18i0,  lu  which  ^s^*  r<  i;i,ni- 
Ciiniiot  bo  wri>Dg  m  the  prr«ent  ane  of  the  world,  a.  rfi|iided  the  pabvj^e  ol  a  law  far  less  ol>  .  i.li..ii«l,le 
ciiticlii.Hiou  »liat  by  iii>  nuans  follows  Iroin  the  i)reiiiise8.    than  the  piesml — iliOfe  was  but  one  opiiiii.ii   cxpie**' 

I  doiiiit  admit  that  G  >d  eversmctioned  huinanslavery.  <.d  in  tbo  Nuiih,  and  that  was  of  unusual  lii-i'u.i  n.d 
Yet,  if  the  bible  ar.^umeiit  is  worth  iiny  ihuig  \u  favor  cotideMiiiatiun  „(  Mr.  Webster  and  bis  |.".licy.  but  ont 
..(  slaveiy.  its  authority  ought  to  lie  equally  good  paper  dared  to  sustain  him — that  was  his  .jwq  urj.iu 
a;;aiitsi  any  feature  of  it  which  it  coiidemnH.  |  in  IJ.jston. 

The  Imw  i)f  Amirican  slaxeiy  rtipiires  that  the  fugi-j  Tiie  proposition  of  Mr.  Webster,  to  conduit  ilie  fr«.T- 
tive  shall  be  delivered  up  to  h:s  nl.l.^ter.  //eZreio  laws  i  men  of  the  Norih  into  blooohoiind^,  wa.i  un.ver-dl.y 
fui  br.de  this  in  the  I  illowiiig  puinted  manner :  "  Thou  I  loiulemned  by  the  whi;^  aud  detuocfatic  pur-.ii  •  oi  un- 
shalt  not  deliver  unto  the  nusler  ihe  servant  which  has  I  North. 

esc.iprd  from  his  master  unto  thee.  He  . oh, ill  dwell  Here,  the  U'hi^s  of  the  Free  Status^olc  th.  ir  ^t.»l.d 
with  ihee;  even  among  you  in  li;at  plnce  which  he  ^^hall  in  ofiposiiion  lo  i;.  They  boasted  Kii^pT^tloii''  >  .iiKj 
choose  in  iiue  of  ihy  gat<  s,  where  it  likeiki  him  best,  budge  them.  They  were  instant  in  M.a8..n  aii.i  out  of 
Tlioii  sliali  not  oppress  him.''  There  is  a  direct  con- 1  season  in  their  professions  of  love  for  ihe  .>:a\e,  jnd 
tict  between  ihe  lu\v  of  God,  aniiotiiio  d  ihrmigh  Mo-  iheir  detestaiiou  of  the  treachery  of  Web.iti-r. 
se* — and   the  fugiiive    law.     There   is   no  <pie.-tioii  of:      They  felt,  as  did  the  gallatit  !•  iiz   lames. 


ca.suislry  here.     Tke  law  i,<  plainly  revealed.     The  law  | 
is    a  good  one,    aud   was    intended    to   bring  <He'»rew 
sl.iv.ry  to  an  end.      It  was  on  the  side  of  merry,  and  had  I 
le^jard  to  the  riyhts  nnd  hijmaiii'y  of  the  slave.      It  was  I 


riiij  rock,  this  moun:aia  t!y 
Frum  lU  him  baee  as  auon  as  I. 

But  alas  !  for  the  weakness  of  party  reaolves 

Tlie    whiy:   party    snpp'  ced    itself    pro'.ecti  d    in    !ho 


sach  .1  law  as  we  mi  ihl  expect  I;  om  a  Being  whose  at- 1    hell   so  grSphicallv  described    by    the  .Sen,it..r    in. 


tributes  Are  juttice,  n^rcy  mid  Irnlh 

It  i-i  a  l.iw  from  al/'ve  mid  more  worthy  to  beobeved,  ' 
than    the    Fugitive    Law   of  the    United  States ;   which  1 
conitidfring  its  oriijiu,  with   Webster  at  its  head,  is  evi- 
dently from  beneath.     Comini;  from    God,  its  authority 
over  us,  is  iiaruniount^  to  uny  human  law. 

If  »ui.h  was  the  lav»  of  a  people  who  lived  in  an  un- 
enlightened and   bailiarous    period  of  the  world,  what' 

shall  We  think  of  a  l.iw   in  this  nineteenth    century  of  i  ».       ,  •   i  i        ~-.         •      ■    i  .k       .i  .r      i 

,,       ^,       ,  v  1        ,1       r  n    r    u.      i-  r-i         •       1  North  must  y  leld  up   its  priuciples,  rather  than  o!i..i.d 

the   Christian   hra.  i  iider  the    full   li;:ht  ot   Clirisiiaii  i  .i      ,      i      .■  u     i     i 

I,  1     I  .11.  Ill    m.   ■    •  the    ords  ol  the  lash. 

knowleiJge,  enacted  »y  a  protessediv  Christinn  nation!      t-,  i     «-...«  ^  ;- ,,.  tV,^  ,.;,-f,,.»      f  n,- 

,      .       °      .  ,    J.         ■^i-    J.    1  \  1  These  occasional  ettorts  to  poison  the  virtue    ot    the 

which  sets  at  dehancj  God  s  law,  and  commands  us  to  i  ,  .  ■  .•      x;.,      ^      ,,  „        u,  ,  ti  ^  „^. 

.    ,  ,.  ,    ..  ,     M    .1       1      ■.        .1       1  ,    peoDie  were  coiiliiiued  lor  hve  months.       butthegeii- 

dtltver  unlo  nu  matter  the  lu^itive  that  has  escnped  '  ^  •  ,  r  ;  i  „  ...  )^.,»  „,  ,i  rr,.,-h  ;.  ..it^.l 
,.  .,  i_i~  ii'  erotis  impulsf-s  ol  an  independent  aiiu  much  inaultea 
liom  bondiige,   a  ihixisand    times    more   cruel  and  op-  '        •  - 


I'iikaway.  By  degrees  you  would  see  a  whig  editor 
.iiick  cut  his  head, throw  out  a  feeler.and  reiirr.  Ili.-n 
from  a  dirterent  (piarter  another  would  vcntnio  on: 
with  a  cowardly  editorial,  and  tremblingly  awiot  m 
echo.  All  of  which  was  done  to  see  if  the  [.eojile  „i 
the  north  could  be  brought  to  sustain  an  iuluinon-, 
Scheme  for  their  degradation. 

The   South,  through    Webster,   demanded,    und  ilo- 


pressive,  than  that  whiih  existed  among  the  favored 
people  of  God. 

Here,  Mr.  Speaker^  let  me  .show  how  different  was 
the  Sf-rviiude  which  existed  amons  the  Hebrews,  from 
American  slavery.  Bt  them  maiistealing  was  forbid- 
den and  puni.shed  with  death.  A  female  slave  might 
become  the  lawful  wife  of  her  master,  or  his  son,  and 
wa.s  treated  accoi  iliiigiy. 

A  Hebrew  slave  wu«free  at  the  end  of  six  years,  and 
w,i8  recompensed   for   his  labor.     The  law  isaid,  "lliou 


people  would  not  sustain  -Mr.  Webster,  i.or  Ins  edi'o- 
rial  pimps.  The  Nnrth  rested  with  Mpparent  security 
until,  by  some  legerdemain,  the  recoinmendatious  of 
Mr.  Webster  became  the  law  of  the  laml. 

The  most  intense  and  overwheluiing  bursts  of  iudig- 
nntioii  were  uttered  by  .Northern  nun.  But  oii^  opin- 
ion [irevailed — nKsi>T<\C-  and  rkpeal.  But  love  ol 
power,  and  a  disregard  of  the  rights  of  the  North, 
brought  the  Old  Hunker.s  of  both  parties  to  bow  tho 
servife  knee  to  the  South.  The  Editors  spoke  out  at 
the  law,    but  exhorting  sobin.ssiou  and 


,     I,  ,■  f     1  ,/    r,  •     /   ,       ,,    T         I  Vu       first   cursing    the  law,    but  exhorting  sobni.ssiou  and 

-.h.lthirni.h    him    lib-lrally    out    ot   thy   fl.ck   and  thy    ^,^^,    ^^°._  who  hrst  condeinned  Webster, and 

rtoor-and  out  of  thy  stine  press,  ol   that  wherevvith  the    ^o'ldemned    tho  law,    sustain  it,  and  oppose  agi  atiou. 


f1 

L'.rd  thy  God  hath  bl 
him."  Now  this  we 
much    lesa  severe    thi 


J  ,  .  I  I  •  VU  IIU  C  111  IICU  IIIW     1*4"    ,         CTL«JV*J,U     ••,     wu..a       .ippOS 

ssed  thee,  thou   shalt  give  unto  ;  ^^,,j  ^^j^^  ^^^^  ^,,.  r,„.,„.,Tios  .     Sir,  there  i.,  no  dan- 

?arn.    that   Hebrew  slavery  wa.  I  „^^  of  dissolution.      It  is  a  cry  raised  by  the  Sou-h,  a.,d 

,      .      ,  .      .         ,  American    slavery       H  was  a  k„„    ^^^      ,  ^,^j  ^  ^^.j   l^     .^^^^,g,^  j^,      1,,^^.^^  ,„^  e,. 

liiniied  ser\  itudo.     It  Was  utterly  abolished  at  the  end  '  r      °         i  r  j 

of  every  i'Jih  year  and  was  then  left  to  grow  up  again  (  "  j]^^  5,,^,^  -^  „,,(  prepared   for  a  dissolution.     They 


us  belore,  by  purchased,  debt.  &.C. 

Mr.  Speaker:  1  hold  in  my  hand  an  advertisement 
from  a  Southern  new^puper,  which   I   propose  to  read 

•„,-,  tlijt  >»L'tiL'if.  iJi'l"iajf  an.     Here  it  is: 

9vi|jo  bEW.\RD. 
Ran  away  from  the  .ufrnWr,  JOU.N,  a  n^gro  man,  38  years 
of  age,  atxiut  5  feet    1 1  li.cnoa  high,  raiher  thck  let,  round  fea- 
turrs.  ut  liKbluh  cumpl«»i.in,  a  paK^ACHcm  ol   ihe  iltlhoiiitt  or- 
der. 

By  a  ulighlly  forced  :oD»triiction,  the  Senator  from 
Clermont  or  myself  coiilH  be  sent  int..  S-nthern  slave- 
rv.  But  as  I  am  not  a  .Methodist  I'keacher,  I  shall 
escape  if  they  imi'iire  i;ito  my  rel-gi-n..  I  now  wish 
to  ask.  if  that  Sciiatoi  would,  ujion  demand  of  the 
■  lav.  h.Ilder.  give  cha»<  after  his  brother  clergyman, 
iihd  icturn  hiin  to  shiveivT     Te'liapf  8...    We  ra  pht  in- 

ferlroin  that  Senator's  ..rech. 'hat  he  thinks,  with  Mr.    univerjiy  condemned? 
Ruiled<»e,  of  South  CarO'ina,  "  that  religion  and  human-  [      Let  n^  here  Kay  that  the  friends  of  freedom  are 


have  not  extended   that  bunefiil  institution  over  suHi 
cient  trnitory  to  wanant  secession. 

It  is  the  lan:;uage  of  the  jiirate  or  highwayman,  af- 
ter liQ  has  seized  and  bound  you  hand  and  lu>  t.  and 
taken  your  all — he  then  commands  you  to  ho  mum — 
for  fe4r  of  a  worse  fate. 

It  i4not  in  the  nature  of  the  Anglo  Saxon  to  be  thni 
cnishep.  and  submit  tamely  wiihout  a  struggle.  1  hunk 
God  thkre  re  those  "  who,  fur  the  sake  ol  the  many, 
dure  stliid  with  they^ip."  I  am  thankful  that  I  am 
not  theLp.dogist  of  slavery  or  ilie  Blaveliolder.  Seared 
must  1)4  that  conscience  tln.t  dot  a  sustain  slaveiy — or 
Us  "  folle.st  vvhelp'' — the  Fiijiiive  law. 

Wlul  p..teii.y  is  there  in  the  princi|'le8  of  this  law 
that   i!i4iiot    exist  at  its    pussijge,  when    it  was   alini 


\ 


\am 


der  many  and  lasting  obligatit^  to  the  Hon.  Thomas 
Ewing  lor  the  noble  and  patriotic  stand  he  took  in  the 
Utiiled  States  Senate,  ia  opposition  to  this  and  the  oth- 
er compromise  acts. 

His  gigantic  talents  an$  wise  statesman 'hip  never 
shone  to  better  advantage,  nor  were  better  enaployed 
thai)  on  that  o(^asion. 

Now,  sir,  there    has  been  a  change  in  the  mindB  of 
the   masses,  especially  among  the  whigs.     Wbtit  h 
pntduced  it?     Executive  patronaeejwnd  Execul. 
encc !  jB_ 

Six  months  ago,  the  FugitilHHve  law,  since  pa 
had  not  a  «t«^/e  whig  supporierin  the  iree  "States,  Bd 
far  as  I  know  ;  and  even  after  Gen.  Taylor  e  death,  some 
of  those  who  are  now  its  most  vociferous  champions, 
ran  out  of  the  House  to  avoid  voting  upon  it.  Bui 
Gen.  Taylor  died  in  July  last;  Mr.  F"illmore  succeded 
to  the  Presidency ;  the  compromise  foeasures  were 
worried  through  Congress  one  by  one,  alter  the  "  Om- 
nibus "  had  brokeu  down,  and  now  unqualilied  support 
of  them,  Fugitive  Slave  law  and  all,  is  imposed  by  a 
IVhig  admiiiistratiiiii  as  a  test  of  Whig  orthodoxy. 

Sir,  there  has  been  a  change.  What  has  caused  it  7 
Executive  influence.  This  has  been  used  to  crush  th(^ 
anii-slavery  seiuiineut  and  manhood  of  the  North,  and 
build  up  a  slave  Oligarctiy  in  the  South. 

Will  Whigs  submit?  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
the  piirty  is  sunk  so  low,  as  to  consent  that  what  was 
deemed  heterodox  eight  months  since  is  now  to  be  the 
very  touchstone  of  whig  principles. 

To  the  old  pilgrim  spirit,  quenched  within  them — 
Stoope  the  proud  maDhood  of  their  eoule  fo  low. 
That  mammon's  lure  or  party's  wiles  can  win  them 
To  silence  now  ! 

I  know,  sir.  The  old  hunkers  fear  agitation  and  in- 
vestigation. They  know  when  people  of  the  north 
fully  understand  their  rights,  their  pnliiical  heads  will 
:ome  to  the  bl'ick,  and  a  demand  which  will  take  no 
refusal — be  made  for  a  new   order  ot  things — a  repe;il 


Mr.  Speaker:  I  am  desirous  to  ine|gthe  principal  is- 
sue which  gentlemen  tender  us,  witj^rmnesb  and  can- 
dor. If  slavery  exists  in  the  District  of  Colnmbin,  or 
if  it  has  any  legal  existence  it  must  bgjbv  force  of  laws 
enacted  by  (^ougress. 

I  have  no    hesitaiinn  in  saying  that  if  slavery  has 
legal  existence  tj^ere,  Congress  posS(  sscs  ihe  same  pow 
er  over  it  that  itjitlii  nver  crime,  or  th 
or  any  other  tnfeici(>al  regulation 

It  is,  to  my  tmnd,  a  plaiu  proposi 
ihe  creature  of  municipal  law.  It 
natural  law,  and  can  exist  only  in  d 

In  Ohio  our  people  go  wht-rever 
resson  that  our  law  does  not  forbid 
right.  If  the  while  or  colored  man 
defend  hi"  person,  his  life  or  his 
there  is  no  law  jigainst  it.  It  is  8< 
Columbia.  Even  there,  a  portion 
possess  this  right.     Not  so  with  the 


!  collection  of  debt, 

ion,  that  slavery  is 
B  unknown  to  the 
rect  violation  of  it. 
hey  please,  for  the 
the  exercise  of  that 
)e  assailed,  he  may 
proj)erty,  because 
in  the  District  of 
f  the  col.  red  race 
5000  colored  slaves 


who  are  held  in  bondage  there.  T  |ey  possess  neitlier 
of  these  lights.  Why  not?  The  mi  nicipal  law  has  for- 
bidden iheiii  to  exercise  those  right  ,  bestowed  by  God. 

At  an  early  period  in  the  hisiur;  of  Virginia,  and,  I 
believe,-in  Maryland  also,  the  same  laws,  heretofpru  re- 
ferred to,  were  adopted,  and  rema  tied  in  force  at  the 
time  the  cession  was  made  by  tlios  ?  States  to  the  Fed- 
erul  Government,  and  accepted.  Subsequently,  Con- 
gress re-enacted  these  laws,  and  fiom  that  lime  to  the 
present,  the  slave  has  been  held  by  the  force  of  United 
States  Laws.  | 

Sir,  ill  that  district  a  slave  market,  or  tttmoti,  has  been 
erected  by  funds  appropriated  ftut  of  the  Aalumal 
Treasury,  in  which  have  been,  ai^d  now  are,  impris- 
oned men,  women,  and  children,  iiiid  these  under  the 
star  spangled  banner — and  in  sigjjii  ot'  the  Capital  of 
the  only  professedly  free  nation,  ar  |  sold  like  beasts  of 
the  field.  i 

There  is  no  place  in  the  world,  Where  there  is  more 
human  sutiering  than  in  this  acciii  ^d  slave  pen.     The 


of  tins  accursed  law,  and  an   entire  separation  of  ihe  |  Basiilc,  in  its  worst  days,  never  ec  iialled    it.     Yet  it  is 


Federal  Government    from  the  guilt   and   support   ot  j  susiaintd  by  the  mo^zej^  and  t/i/Z?/e7i 
slavery.  (      It   may  not  bj  amiss  to  relate 

Labor  to  suppress  agitation  as  much  as  you  please.  JQuincy  Adams,  who  now  sleeps  i 
Torture  any  man  who  resists  this  law  by  fine  and  im-  |  under  his  observation 
prisonment.     Let  loose  on  him  all  the  brutal  slave  deal- 
ers of  the  souih,   and  show  your  mean  and  dispicable 
doughTace  of  the  north.     Worry  us  with  all  the  niiaiis 
that  the  brain  of  "  petty  tyrdUts  "   can  iuvent.     What 

THtN  ? 


te  of  northern  men. 

fact,  told   by  John 

I  death,  which  came 


The  hour  was  approaching  w 
shipped.     Tlie  mother,  in   the   6i|ent   watches  of  the 
night,  was  reflecting  on  herowns^d  condition,  and  the 
terrible  life  in  prospect  for  herrl 
h^r  husband  and  other  children  b 
babes,  then  sleeping  in  unconscious 
v^ere  to  be  driven  like  cattle  inti 
sugar  field  of  the  extreme  south. 
her  mad,  re  ison  fell,  she  rushed 
moment  d.ished 

own  life,  and,  with  her'mlaTitS'. 
chamber  of  lier  God."  \ 

I  will  relate  oue  more  of  tiles' 
too  often  transpire  in  the  District 
„,..,..,  ,      .  ,  ,  .      Sfiriug  of  184D,  ihe   wife   of  a  sl 

Thi8  IS  high  democratic  authority;  and   we  hope  n  I  ,,a,j  if,e,|  ,„,  years,  and  for  wfioni 
may  have  lU  influence  in  .haping  the  voles  of  Senators  ^„a,.h,„ents.  was,  in  iheah 
on  the  other  side  of  fbe  chamber.  eun    v      ''«  laken  to  the  cotton  plan:*- 

How  Mands  Ihe  mailer  m  ihe  Senate  ^  Shall  the  ,,,  ih,.se  deal.rs  in  human  flesh, 
friends  of  freedom  triumph  7  Shall  we  sustain  .  ur  no- 1  Capital.  Before  being  taken  aw; 
ble  Senators  and   Representatives  in  Congress  who  vo- ;  ,,         ^,  ^^^-       ^^^^  husband.     ' 

u.    "!!.'l'!.:'^!  If."^:!^?!      Z^.!!fn    .":!-^!uL"[.  ""..''",'!^  S  she  was  hun-ied  to  the  depot,  a 
...  _„  ^ „  ..   ...  ,..„„.      slave  cars  about  to  depart  for  A 


Think  yp,  one  heart  of  man  or  child 

Will  fuller  from  its  lofly  faith  I 

We  cannot  ta!  er  I     Did  we  eo, 

The  stonfB  bf"n»'aih  would  murmur  out — 

And  all  the  winds  that    round  us  blow, 

Would  wbispnr  of  cur  shame  about. 

No  !  let  the  tempest  rock  th"  land. 

Our  faith  8h»ll  hve— uur  truth  shall  stand — 

We  'bate  no  breath — we  curb  no  thought — 

Come  what  may  come,  we  falter  not. 

I  was  much  giatifii-d  by  the  position  taken  by  Go- 
venior  Wood,  in  his  inaugural,  in  reference  to  this 
law.  He  condemns  the  law  and  the  means  by  which 
'it  was  passed  ;  and  says,  "  thai  the  people  would  not 
quietly  submit  to  it." 


"  There  was  imjirisoned  within 
a  mother  and  her  two  infant  chil 
sold  to  go  on  n  sugar  plantation 
the  average  of  life  is  only  from  fii'e  to  seven  years. 

jen   they  were  to  be 


those  gloomy  walls, 
^ren,  who  had  been 
in  Louisiana,  where 


ildreo.     She  had  left 

bhind.     She,  and  her 

innocence  before  her, 

the  rice  swamp  and 

Her  thoughts  drove 

er  infants,  and  in  one 

d  the  nexi  took  her 

od  iu  the  presence 

brutal  scenes  that 

f  Columbia.     In  the 

ve,  with  whom  she 

>he  hid  the  stronjjesi 

her  husband,  sold  to 

bv  oniv 


by  demanding  its  repeal.  Or  will  we  shut  our  eyeslc 
our  owu  degredalion.  and  close  our  ears  to  the  wail  ol 
the  downtrodden  and  oppressed — stifle  every  nolle  im- 
pulse of  the  human  heart,  and  sustain  these  threr  who 
were  found  base  enough  to  disregard  the  honor,  he  in 
terest,  the  integrity  and  wishes  of  the  Stale,  at  d  sus- 
tain the  bill  T     I  trust  not. 


time  her  husband  came  horn 

tale,  that   his   wife  had  .just  be\ 

With  a  full  heart,  he  rushed  to  t| 

a  final  adieu.     As  he  reached  oE 

pose,  the  bludgeon  of  the  slav« 

„,      ,     .  ,   ..  ,u  ,  u  n  ' ''''"?  <-orpge  by  the  side  of  thel 

The  last   resolution   says  that  "Congress   possesses  i  vLroohnrrilr)  »r,  J  r,,„,,^»t  ^    a     *r 

,  ,,  .      u  1-  i_    1  •     .L    I-.-  .  •  .    r  /-I  1  was  nuiriea  to  a  premature  deaw 

full  power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  District  of  Golum- i  hio  1 

bia,  and  oaght  forthwith  to  exercise  it" 


Ibis. 


%' 


How  do««  he  acc«3t  for  so  grrai  a  cbanfr*  »     H- 

•ays  that  tha  braa  Soil  uxea,  wiili  Jo»ii,i«  il.  <,uldiDga 

at  their  head,  one  of  the  uio.i  recWI.-.,  „.d   unpnoci. 

1  ira  k|J  two,  out  of  a  thousai^i  scenes  that    P'*^"  poliucians,  for  the  purpose  of  wii,ij.,ig   j-r^onel 

HH«4t      Yet,  these  damning  deeds  are  com-    P^pu'irity.   turned  traitor   lm   ihe  Wh.u    party  ai..J   the 

a^s  wukeaiid  tutUtinfd  by  the  people  of  lh«    Pf'^ciples   he  professed.  auT  formed  a  »e|mrai.?  I  any, 

'  and  carried  a  largo  portion  of  the  Keicrve  W  b 


"JiMt  n<.d  I  uid  •h»n  wo  talmly  rert, 

Th»  iSkt   lOaa'i  »iVT-m  — the  Hi^alheD'i  iiurU  — 
Costect  tD   Ji»e  the  lingering  j<^t. 
And  bj  1   urd  of  •  luocluii^  ijinbi" 

Sir.  these  ire 
might  be  re 
miitfd  by  1 
North 

You  and  \,  Mr 
crimen  thus  coniim 
devil  that  owni  th: 

Mr.  BuR!.s:  Th 
ia  the  Dstrict  of  i 

Mr.  KAflnAi.ti.^> 
passed  laiil  scisiort' 
into  the  Dirtiict  (■ 
trade  tcitkin  the  D 

I  am  aware,  sir. 
ish  slavery  in  tho 
slaveholder  hus  a  t 
cannot  deprive  Jim 

I  wish  ihit  •ouu-  of  those  gentlemen  would  infarm 
us  wiienct  tiiey  deiive  this  vetted  rif;ht  .  We  read  in 
Biblical  history,  tli4i  God  j^ave  to  man  domiuion  over 
th'-  fi*wls  of  the  air.  over  the  fish  of  the  sta,  over  the 


cd«3t 


pciiker.  are  J   st^ja  gnutrf  of  the 
ted,  as  Hopt*  ,s.  itl^  U;.'   mcarnaie 

pen,  while  wc  suslaiu  ihi-tte  lav^'s. 
it  law  authorizing  the  sale  of  slaves 
olumbiit  has  been  rt-pealed. 
Qfed  it.  :ind  said,  that  a  law  was 
b  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves 
r  sale,  but  leaving  tho  abominable 
itrict  a.H  before. 
hnt  some  h<i!d  that  we  cannot  abol- 

Disirict  of  Columbia. — That    the 
■sted  right  in  his  slave,  ot  which  we 


_    .  eicrve  Wlji.'i  Miih 

him.  * 

Mr.  Speaker,  are  these  charges  true  1  Has  Mr.  (Jid- 
or  tho  Free  l^lera  chauj^ed  tlie  priin  iples  they 
s.sed  to  ;tdvocata^|ta  1844  to  1818,  on  tiie  subject 
averj  f  ^Hp 

I  dely  the  Senato^^om  Pickaway,  or  any  <ithor 
Senator,  to  show  me  any  seuiinient  i.r  opinion  rwv  ei»- 
terlained  by  the  Free  Soil  party,  on  the  subject  of  Sla- 
very, that  they  did  nolealerlaiu^Ti</rto  the  uomiQrttioo 
of  Gen.  Taylor. 

Tlie  sentiments  now  entertained  and  advoc.-ited  by 
the  Free  Soil  party,  were  advocated  by  the  W  big  party 
of  the  North,  trotn  1344  up  to  the  riomiiiHiiMn  i,i  (ien. 
Taylor.  Tliese  principles  were  avowed  iuiheir  Legis- 
lative, Slate,  and  County  Resolutions,  and  proclaiiued 
by  iheir  presses  and  orators. 

I  am  aware  there  were  men  in  the  \Vhig  party  ia 


cattle,  ovet  the  eaah.  and  every  creepiiif;  thin"  that  ''""•'** '^''^"  "*  *^'^'''' *''*'«  S'»'**>  ^'^"^  t^"^  ""'  ac<  ord 
cieepeih  upon  the  .»arth.  Thut  are  prmHrty,  and  we  1  '""y  '''"''  '''*'  anti-slavery  sentiment.  But  at  ihat  time 
derive  our  title  fr-m  Him  who  cieatc-d  them.  But  I  ''"^""  counsels  were  unheeded.  Whilst  the  Whig  party 
have  yet  to  learn  ulat  man  holds  tnle  to  hi.s  fllowman]'^^  '''"'^  "^'""^  ''^  their  seOtimenU  thu.t  proclaimed,  ihey 
from  ihtttb.ah.wuae.     1   iay  it  down,  ih-n.  as  a  legal    were  triumpliaut. 


not  be  denied,  ihat  there  cannot  be 
Uavrry,  as  defined  by  the  Divine 
the  sanction  of  which,  cantio^  le> 


proposititjii  tliat  cm: 
4Ui.h  a  thing  as  lega 
Law  ;  and  wiUlout 
gaily  e.xist. 

What  has  CongrtiiM  to  do  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
af  Repeal  the  laws  enacted  by 
ive  will  stand  forth  as  free  as  you 
deny   tl/at  Con^retig  J>us8e88e8  the 


District  of  Columl 

Congress,  and  the  s 

or  I.     Wi;l  any  one 

right  to  repeal  laW' 

ill  liis  late  iiiaugur 

tier,  that  Congress 

lliis — Coming  from  th  prominent  a  me 

ocTdtic  part^-  —  a  party  that  has  generally  denied  the 

doctrine.  I 

.May  tiol  tlie  frien'js  of  Freedom  expect  aid  from  the 
Democratic  party,  »\  well  as  theWhi 
t.^Ls  resolution  7         | 
»kej-. 


Then  it  was,  that  the  party  were  proud  to  recognize 
.Mr.  Giddings  and  Whigs  ot  like  seuumeuts,  as  their 
ablest  champions. 

Then,  the  Reserve  was  looked  to  a.'s  the  truest  expo- 
nent of  WbijT  principle. 

Then  it  was,  that  "  Cheesedom"  was  the  Gibraltar 
of  the  party.  Her  1.5,000  majority  gladdened  the 
hearts  ot  Whigs,  and  struck  terror  to  the  hearts  of  their 

of  its  own  enacilng?  judge  Wood,!  °PP""^°,'*-  ,         ^       .  ,  ,  „      ^., 

1 1,  asserts  in  ihe  most  positive  man- 1      ^nen  it  was   that  the  /me  and  talent  of  .Mr.  Gidding$ 

la^  that   power.     I  was  glad  to  see    ^^^''^   '""^  .""J'^*^'"  contribution-his   e.xpenses  paid    by 

mber  of  the  dem- i  ''^  ««.J?*-  and   he   was  sent  liom   V\  a.-hiugton   to  Maine, 

and  .Sew  HMmfisliire,  to  proclaim  the  lame  lioc/rtnM  that 

the  Senator  from  Pickaway  now  brands  as  heresies. 

When  the  Whig  party  of  Ohio  was  t  tie  to  principle, 
and  true  to  it.-elt.  it  triumphed.  But  when  it  furwiok 
the  principles  of  1844,  and  ran  after  false  gods  and 
false  principles,  and  in  craven  submission  bowed  to  the 


party,  to  sustain 


Now,  .Mr.  Sjieakek  a  word  in  reply  to  the  remarks  1       ,  i-    .      ^i  i  i 

of  the  S-nator  f.  om  (Pickaway,  (Mr.  Geiger.)  He  hwa  behests  of  the  Slave  power,  it*  8ce,.tre  departed, 
introduced  a  series  .*f  resolutions,  which  he  calls  Union\  '  '''  ™<^  ^"-^  '"  'h*'  Senator  trom  Pickaway,  that  the 
Resol,it;uns,  based  <ki  the  -Adjustment  Measures"  of  preoeiit  prostrate  condition  ol  the  Whig  party  is  owing 
last  s.-a^n.  He  is  -U posed  to  the  repeal  of  the  ?ugi-! '"  "u*^''  counsel  as  he  gives.  Here  it  mufcl  remain  lor 
tive  Uw,  an.l  in  fav»or  of  submitiiug  to  its  unholy  <le-l  ™^">',*  weaty  year,  unless  pro-slavery  counsel  is  re- 
crees,  and  calls  on  il 


jg  to  Its  untioly 
Whigsand  Democrats  to  sustain 
it.  as  the  only  mean.s[of  preserving  the  Union. 

ear  is  pained,  and  the  public 
iene<i  with  this  eternal  talk  about 


He  says,  the  "  pufcli 


mind   has  become  s 


iboliti'> 
liscijssioo  ac 


id  he 

d  agi 


jected  with  scoru,  and  the  men  who  give  it  driven  from 
the  party. 

Had  the  delegates  from  Ohio  to  the  Philadelphia 
■'Slaughter-house  Convention,"  followed  their  better 
impulses — as  they  intended  to  do  when  they  left  that 
Convention — and  repudiated  the  nomination  of  General 


the  agiutors,  and 
tactics,  expect  to  rii 
He  says  the  itarvit 
to  kill  Free  Soilers, 
will  die.  To  bniig 
twet-n  Whies  and  1 


He  gets 


drr*^r 


re  in  favor  of  suppressing! 
Bi^«  says  the  Free  Soilers  are  .,    i     c         ^ 

n.eal,  and  by  this  system  ot  1  Taylor-cailed  a  State  Convention  and  put  up  a  new  man, 
into  power  '  "^^  represented  them  truly  on  the  Slavery  question, 

process  is  the  only  one  by  which  I '^'«>-'"'"l^;'o-<^'»y.  h»^«  iheir  ancient  strength,  and 
'fleprive  them  ci  office,  and  thev    °"'  ^*  '""'*.^'^  ^'''^  the  Free  Soilers  ol  the  Re*en.e--\ 
1  this  about,  he  urger>a  union  be- 1  "°''  '^^  "  ^'\'^'  f^^eys,"  or  begging  at  the  feet  of  the 
I  J  ^  Democracy  for  aid 

\ly  upon  his  knees,  but  on  his     .  J.^"*  Senator  from  Pickaway  talks  of  stifling  this  an-  . 
tr»  dJ«,  and  begs  Democrau  to    I'-^'.-^f'^y  ^.gijation  !     As  well  rn.ght  he  attempt  to  roll 
Whigs  to  crush  the  friend,  of   hack  Niagara  s  flood,  as  to  crush  the  sympathies  of  the 
°  niin%n  heart.    As  well  attempt  to  hurl  the  rooted  moun- 

tain from  iu  base,  as  to  shut  the  mouths  and  kill  the 
consciences  of  millions  ot  true  hearted  men  and  wo- 
men 1  scattered  all  over  this  land.  This  agitation  will 
oontliue  until  the  dawning-  of  a  brighter  and  better 
day.V'  in  the  good  time  coming." 

Ddliel  Webster,  together  with  bis  hirelings,  ape 
rs,  panderers,  and  pimps,  may  join  with  a  pi 
president  to  crush  agitation,  bot  il  will  oe 
p  and  caJl  forth  "  hearta  ollove  and  lip«  of  ^ 
r  the  north. 


►•mocratic  Senator  from  Richland, 

')CrHtic  paxiy  is  no%B,  and   always 

|:y.   If  the  Senator  from  Pickaway 

would  receive  him. 
In  of  a  Senator  belonging  to  a  par- 
irophani  in  the  State. 
lie  party  as  distracted,  scattered. 
i;s  death  simsms  he  calls  on  its 
[  pose  and  save  it. 
:he  Whigs  of  Ohio  were  once  a 
invincible  party. 
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